



MEPs support the call for action to combat the silent epidemic of Chronic Kidney Disease in the European Union
An MEP Group on Kidney Health Issues has been created to provide a forum for experts and EU decision-makers in which to discuss EU action in the face of the current epidemic of Chronic Kidney Disease which affects an estimated 10% of the European population. The Group is an initiative of the European Kidney Health Alliance which brings together all kidney stakeholders in Europe who work cooperatively for a European health environment in which there is a sustained decrease in kidney disease and its consequences.
Speaking in the European Parliament’s Plenary session in Strasbourg on Monday, Mrs Frieda Brepoels MEP, Chair of the Group, asked fellow MEPs to express their support in the initiative, highlighting the urgent need for EU action:
“It is estimated that around 40 million people in Europe are affected by some form of kidney disease, and in the next 10 years this figure is set to double. The European Parliament can play an important role in encouraging Member States to urgently take decisive action. First the scale of the problem should be recognised and second strategies should be put in place to prevent this silent epidemic from growing at its current rate”
The first meeting of the MEP Group dedicated to this cause was held on 4th March in Brussels, and the topics addressed during the meeting were expanded upon during the following symposium on Chronic Kidney Disease in which a panel of renal physicians and nurses, patients and politicians argued the need for policies that reduce the social and economic burdens of kidney disease. An exhibition on CKD was on show in the European Parliament during the course of the week.
Mrs Brepoels explained that the creation of the Group comes just before the annual celebration of World Kidney Day, this year falling on 13th March, the aim of which is to highlight the importance of prevention of CKD and the fact that kidney disease is common, harmful and treatable. 

Notes to the editor:
About EKHA
The European Kidney Health Alliance (EKHA) is an alliance of not-for-profit organisations that represent the key stakeholders in kidney health issues in Europe. EKHA member organizations are CEAPIR (European Kidney Patients’ Federation), EDTNA/ERCA (European Dialysis and Transplant Nurses Association – European Renal Care Association), ERA-EDTA (European Renal Association – European Dialysis and Transplant Association) and ISN (International Society of Nephrology). 
More information on www.ekha.eu
About World Kidney Day

World Kidney Day is a joint initiative of the International Society of Nephrology (ISN) and the International Federation of Kidney Foundations (IFKF). 

More information on www.worldkidneyday.org
Symposium in the European Parliament
A symposium organised by the European Kidney Health Alliance together with World Kidney Day that was held in the European Parliament in Brussels on 4th March was supported by Amgen and Hemocue.

More information on www.ekha.eu, www.worldkidneyday.org, www.amgen.com and www.hemocue.com
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