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As part of on-going profiling activities to raise awareness amongst EU policymakers about the 

burden of chronic kidney disease in Europe, the European Kidney Health Alliance will organize 

its fifth annual campaign in honour of World Kidney Day, in March 2012. In 2007, EKHA 

launched the MEP Group for Kidney Health together with Mrs Frieda Brepoels MEP who chairs 

the Group. 

 

CAMPAIGN:  DONATE - KIDNEYS FOR LIFE - RECEIVE! 

The 2012 campaign will focus on the positive outcome of kidney transplantation and the life-saving 

aspect of organ donation.  

At present, more than 250,000 patients in Europe are being treated with kidney dialysis machines or 

have kidney transplants, a number that has more than doubled over the past fifteen years. If this trend 

were to continue, national governments would need to spend between 3 and 5 per cent of their annual 

healthcare budgets on renal replacement therapies without taking into account its wider costs in terms 

of additional medical expenses, decreased quality of life and life expectancy, increased morbidity and 

reduced capacity to work. Patients on renal replacement therapy currently face enormous problems: 

the access to, extent and quality of services for RRT varies greatly throughout the EU and most 

importantly opportunities for best and most cost-effective treatment - renal transplantation - are 

severely restricted because of the significant shortage of kidney donors. 

The directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on standards of quality and safety of human 

organs intended for transplantation was adopted in July 2010. This standardisation of the 27 European 

countries procurement, testing, characterisation, preservation, transport and transplantation of human 

organs will make way for much more movement of suitable organs between member states. 

The directive is accompanied by a ten point action plan, which recognises the huge need for donor 

organs and the necessary action each member state should take to stimulate their health service into 

improving organ donation and subsequently allowing greater numbers of lives to be saved through 

transplantation. 
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PRESS CONFERENCE – KIDNEY DONATION AND 

TRANSPLANTATION IN EUROPE: STATE OF PLAY  

(12H30 – 14H30) 

Buffet Lunch 

(12:30 -13:00) 

Introduction & Welcome 

(13:00-13:05) 

 

Professor Norbert Lameire, 

 Chairman of EKHA  

 
 

Opening Video Message 

(13:05 – 13:10) 

 

Ms Frieda Brepoels MEP, Chairwoman 

of the MEP Group for Kidney Health  

Organ donation – what are the gaps? 

(13:10-13:30) 

 

Professor Daniel Abramovicz,  

Head of Nephrology Department, 

Erasmus Hospital, Brussels 

 

Testimony of a transplant patient 

(13:30-13:50) 

 

Darren Cawley , patient 

Kidney receiver from a deceased donor 

 

Q&A 

13:50 – 14:15 

 

Conclusion 

(14:15-14:30) 

 

Mark Murphy,  

Vice-President of the Kidney Patient’s 

Federation 
 

 

Venue: 

The Club de la Presse, 95 Rue Froissart – 1040 Brussels.  

 

 



        
  

 4 

 

MEP GROUP FOR KIDNEY HEALTH DINNER SEMINAR:  

CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE –  

ORGAN DONATION AND TRANSPLANTATION  
(18H30 – 21H30) 

The sitting dinner with the MEP group for Kidney Health will take place in the Members salon of the 

European Parliament and will last around 2.5 hours.  

Host:  Ms. Frieda Brepoels, MEP, Chair of the MEP Group for Kidney Health. 

 

18:30-19:00  

 

Welcome cocktail  

19:00-19:10 

 

Introduction 

Professor Norbert Lameire, Chairman of EKHA 

Professor Raymond Vanholder, Chairman of ERA-EDTA 

 

19:10-19:20 Statement of support for World Kidney Day  

Ms Frieda Brepoels MEP  

 

19:20- 19:50 Overview of organ donation and transplantation from a medical perspective: 

what are the issues? 

Professor Daniel Abramovicz, Head of Nephrology Department, Erasmus, Brussels 

Professor Yves Vanrenteghem, Chairman Department of Nephrology, KU Leuven 

 

19:50-20:10 Living after a kidney transplant – testimony of a living donor and recipient 

André Bek – José Rutten 

 

20:10-20:30 Commission's activities in the field of organ donation and transplantation 

(Directive, Action Plan, projects) 

Dominik Schnichels – DG Sanco - Head of Unit “Substances of human origin and 

tobacco control”  

 

20:30-20:50 Closing the gap between the need for kidneys and the lack of donors – How to 

tackle the challenge? 

Mark Murphy, Vice-President of the European Kidney Patient’s Federation 

 

20:50-21:20 General discussion- “round-table” 

 

21:20-21:30 Conclusion 

  

 


